QUARTERLY CRAIN REPORT

Station Fishiun Mutiesal 1ildlife Refuge Period Jenudery I te April 30, 1848

This report should cover all grain received, or disposed of, during the quarterly
perieds cnding January 31, Arril 3C, July 31, and October 30. Rcports in dupli-
cate, clipped to, but not beound as a part of, the quarterly nsrrative report,
should reach the Regicnal Office by the 10th of the month following the close of
the period covered by the report. The Regionul Dircctor, after approval, will
forward the original to Washington.

Report all grain in bushels. For the purpose of this report the following
approximate weirhts of grain shall be considered equivalent to a bushel: Corn
(shelled)-~55 1bs., Corn (ear)--70 1lbs., Wheat--60 1lbs., Barley--50 1bs., Ryo--55
1bs., Cats--30 1lbs., and Mized=--50 1bs. In computing velume of granaries,
uwltiply the cubic contents (su. t.) by C.8 bushels. Report all grain rcceived
uring period from all socurces, such as trensfer, share cropping, or harvest

"rom feed patches.
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Frooipitetion for sy this period wen 1,48 inches below the
sveroge Tor the precedin: Cive years whoreas proeipitution for June
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QUARTERLY GRAIN REPORT

Station Pishkun Hefuge Period __emding iugust &1, 1040

This report should cover all grain received, or dispossed of, during t

rerieds ending January 31, April 3C, July 31, and October 30. Reports in dupli-

cate, clipped to, but not bound as a part of, the quarterly narrative report,

should reach the Regicnal Office by the 10th of the month following the clese of
- the period covered by the report. The Regional Direcctor, aflter approval, will

forward the original to Washington.

Report all grain in bushels. For the purpese of this report the following
approximate weigﬁ%g of grain shall be consicered equivalent to a bushel: Ceorn
(shelled)--55 1bs., Corn (ear)--70 1lbs., Wheat--60 lbs., Barley--50 1lbs., Rye--55
lbs., Cats--30 lbs., and Mixed--50 lbs. In computing volume of granaries,
multiply the cubic contents (cu. £t.) by C.8 bushels. Report all grain rcesived
during perind from all sources, such as trarsfer, share cropping, or harvest

’from feed patches.
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Rinepipe National Wildlife Refupe
Charlo, Montana
August 135, 1545

demarandws %o Mr, Geo, . Mushdach, regarding srip to Pishkun, Willow Oxeek
& Denton Leke Aveas August 7 to 11,

Ognoxal: Ueadhor was hot and dry on the sast side of tnéd mountains throughe
out tlw week and this condition hus existed Tor sume tiwe althoush grass cone
ditions ars not nsar ne dry as they are in the Flathead Valley. Roadways
are oLill quite green, All small rescrvolrs and potholss in the arca must
have filled up curplevely during the late apring end early summer os there
is 2%ill en sbundant supply of weler in all these small ponds throughout

the entire aree, Vaterlevels at Pishkun and Willow Creek are at the lowest
level atained thus fur this season but these are not out of line with thore
of other yesvs, infeet Willow Ureel Reservolr is still very high when come
rared with other years, At Benton Iake there 10 8%ill & body abtout onoe
balf sile lony =nd 20 feet wide in the winding oreek bed in the western pore
tion of the refuge. This weter will averaze about one to two feet in depth,

Wildlife: Fishkun Only & very few birds were noted on Pishkun proper and
these were mostly Gulls, Bluwe Forons and Margansers, 4 raft of Horned Grebdes
were noted ovt in the genter of the lake., A trip wms made dowm throuzh the
ecsoment area and iany of the smell lskes visited, These muall lakes all had
e fow ducks on theme The tetal duck poyulation of the essenent area was ese
timated al about 700 birds of which by far the majority were juvinniles,
Spseies of young dueks noted were lallards, Fintails, Daldpetes, hovellers,
Blue~uinged Teal, Redhoads, Canvas~backs and Ruddy Ducks, 23 Pintall Grouse
wore also noted in the easement =reas,

Hillow Creeks Approximately 85000 birds were noted on the water
at Willow Creek resexvoir. About one~third of this nusber consisted of
Horned Grobes and approximately 100 were \hite rallean, the balance being
ducks with a seattering of /merican Coot. Broeds of young ducks renging
in size from very smll birds up %o Lirds already flying were very prome
inent, An estimetion on the number of young birds was not attempted,

16 Canada Geese were also noted, 'hile at Villow Creek I chanced to met
¥, Fritzle, the Reclamation ditch rider for this area, Nr, ®if Fritzie
visits this arca about twice weekly and is in a position to know something
about the birds in the area, He informd me that at least one peir of
Uanada Ceese nested at Willow Creek this year and mised 6 young. Me noted
thiz pair with their young several tires., Yith Willow Oreek Hecervolr
reaching near its meximum level the lasi couple of years and staying well up
during the nesting season like 1t has, a couple of very good goose nesting
iglands have been exeated and it is quite possidle that more and more Cansda
Geose will start using this area for nesting purposes,

: Only three ducks were noted, one female mallard with
two young. observations on all refuges were made from the pickup while
driving as close to shore lines as possible, It is quite possidle that a large
nusber of birds were not noted in the tall grasses along water odgea, '
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Crazing: »i Approximately 25 head of horses and 50 head of yearling
heifers were noted grazing on Pishlkun proper. Orass conditions look much
bettor in tho Pishkun field ot this time of the year than I have ever noted
in the past, No stock was noted at all in that portion of the easement areas
best adopted to waterfowl,

%Gms conditions at Villow Creek also look much better
at the present tine they have in pust years, There seems to be quite a
reduction in the nuwber of e«ttle grazing in the field this season.

2 Lake, Avound the water area in the northweatern portion of

Banten loke ! grazing has been vory heavy so £r this season and this
portlon of the refuge is begluning to show signs of over grazing, That portion
of the rwfuge close in around the well in the north central area is also showing
elgns of over geazing but at present is not quite =23 bad as the northwestemn
portion, The balance of the refuge dves not show any signe of ever being
grazed and much grass 1s going 50 waste here, As the water drys wp in the
northwestern portion of the wefuge, which it will likely do by September first,
catile will graze more and more around the well ares ond tlis area will likely
be treuted pretty rough before the end of the grazing season,
Most

ALl the grazing pemittees at Benton Iake Refuge were contacted during
the recent visit to this aree and changes in the number of AU.Ma to be used
this season were discussed. In a few cases permittees have already taken out
or wish to take some onttle out of the refuge. This will make it
to make some ndjustments and changea in Cfuture billings but I believe 1t will
be an advantnge to the refuse as it will lessen the grazing pressure on the
aren clogse in around the watering unit and give the balande of the cattle a
batter chance %o get in and drink aad get away agaln, The following is the
changes and adjustments roquonted by the permittees:

Edwin Fink, No changes or adjustnents roquosteds

Arthur Hazeltineg Mr, Hazeltine wishes to take out some steers and turn them
in his stubble fields but intends to seplace tham with cows, thus ne changes
will be necessary in his future billings.

Charles Hinderager: MNr, Hinderager intends to Sake out about 25 head of beef
steers for sale about September 16th but is undecided as yet whether or not
he will replace them with cows, He will lot us know by September first juct
what he intends to do, »

Carl Minderager: !0 changes or adjustments requested,

John Hinkle; !o changes or adjustments requested,

Lloyd B, Johnston, 0. ', Oleon, and 3, 0, Jtafford wore not contacted .
lawrence 5, Juekj Changes and adjustments are requested by lr, Suck, e
informed me that he took 25 head of cattle out of the refuge about August
firet, however he dces not request any adjustment for tle period August lst

to l4th as this payment has already been received and sent in, Ne has also
received the billing for 75 head for the period August 15 to September 14
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and intends to send in the payment as billed although he only has 50 head
of cattle on the refuge during this period, He is requestins an adjustment
on the September 15 to October 14 billing. Tnis billing should ba for 25

head and the last two billings for 50 head each,

Re R, Swan: Like previous years !ir, Swan hus again got his A,U.dis all muddeled
ups He says he considorably over estimated the nunber of cattle he has at the
time he made application for permit, The following is = list by months of the
nunber of cattle he actuslly had in the refuge as well as a list by months of
the A,U. M he has actually paid forg

Cattle actually in refuge AJULMe actually paid for,
6=15/7wld=dd -cnemmmmcn.we 80 AUM8 Billed and paid for «---- 65 A,U.Ms

Tl Bf T Bl el wmmmmmn(
Bl /Beldmdh wmmmemmlZ0

Total Tor 7=15/8-14=45 =ww= 90 A,U,lM8 Billed and poid for eee-=140 AU.Ms
Bl 5/ Gmldwds 120 AJUMs Billed & will send pay for 140A,U.Ms
Total 270 AJUM8 Total 345 AJUWMs

This leaves a credit to lir, Swan of 75 AJU.Ms for the period from Sept,
15 to October 14 which is the termination date of his permit, Ie would like
to take all but the 75 head out on September 14, This would balance off his
overpayment during the first three months use of his pemit,

: Up to the present date Nr, Hazeltine is the only one of the four
applicants granted haying permits who has put up any hay, He has one stack
of approximately 12 ton put up, He intends to put up more after he gets his
grain harvesting done, Chas Hinderager has his haying outfit on the refuge
and intends to start immediately, Mr, Fink also intands to start as soon
as possible and is confident that he ean obtain some hay by cutting over ground
not previously cut over in past years, MNr. Love was not contacted so 1t is
not known wether or not what his intensions are,

Fire Gua%: Mr, Hazeltine has completed both operations on his portion of
firegu and payment ean now be made %o him, His section of the fireguards
are in excellent condition,

Thet portion of the fire guards assigned to Nr, Suek and lir, Swan have
been maintained only once to date but are in good conditiony; however the
refuce manager believes that a sscond operation is necessary and these men
prlan to do this as soon as possible, Fire guards along the eastern bordox
of the refuge assigned to Mr, Hinkle are in poor condition although one
operation has been done. IMr, Hinkle has been awey from home much of the
time this surmer and did not go over the fire guard until about July 15th
and although the weed growth was killed it was not covered very well, Te
haa agreed to go over this again and see that the weeds are covered as soon
as he can get to it. '

The of famers in this area for fire guard maintenance has not proved
out very s=tisfactory. The labor situation has béen very acute and farmers
have had 2 very hard time to get thelr own work done, If at all possible in
the future fire guard maintenance at Benton Lake should be done by regular

refuge personnel.




Fege 4

Grazing of outsids Unite:

An spplicetion for a‘d yeur Rease grazing permit was accepted from
Fater Pnke of Plack Iagle, Wontana flor Unit 3=C st Nenton Lake, Pommits
on o ono yeer busis have previously been granted to Mrs Fake on this unit,
The Jost perudt granted was terminated on July 16, 1945, Mr, Fake stated
thet he has been utilizing the grass on this unit from July 18, 1945 and
wos vaiting for a bill for the next years grazing fres, Ae lMp, Fake's last
permit teruinsted July 15, 1948 the refuge mangger was wedting for lr, Fake
to request a new pernit, Sinee Ur, Fuke stated he hes been utilizing the
grass on Unit Be0 since the terminetion of his last pernit the application
for *he now permit is d ted back to be effoctive on July 16, 1945,

Mises

tYhile in Cpreat Palls I oontacted the County Mxtenaior Agent relative
to his lettor of July 11, 1945 requesting that a key to Penton lake gntes
ke furnished to cooverative Sre pers now trepping coyotes in that portion
of Cosecade Countyes I infomed iir, Fosse, the Coumty /gent, that this
matter was being Saken up with our Regional Offiee and that at the present
time we did not have any suthorization for the trapping or sheoting of
eoyotes on Penton Inke Hefuge but if sueh authorization could be obtained
arrangencomts could be made for eocperetive trapper to eater the refuge,
Mr, Fosse informed me thet he thought it very foolish that we should try
%0 harbor goyotes in the refuge at any tiro ond thmt the cooperative trepper
now working that portion of the county has been going in to Benton Lake
Refuge vory frequently and is trapping coyoteg within the refuges ntrunce
ina the refume i3 beinz made throurh gates used by the warifous permittees.

“then suthorimation for the taiing of coyctes 1n rogquested for Benton
Lake it ghould also be requested for Pishkun and Willow Cresk refuses ag

‘‘mecording to reports from locul renchers «:d Reclamstlon amployees, coyotes

ere beconing quite numerous along the feotiills and ecusing consideradle
dauege Lo sheep mene Trapping snd dem hunting has felien off considercbly
during the past few years, Nr, Otto Repy, a sheep man cbout 6 miles northe
eent of Plghkun told mo he lost § lambs in one day a few weeks a2go and that
he did not dare leave his sheep at all while they were out on the rangd,

P : Leon O, Snyder
Refuge Venager



Reld 5I=5 & 6

Taken 5=22-45 at Willow Creek Refuge. Willow Creek
Reservoir reached an elewation of 4130 for the first
time in the history of the reserveir during Jamuary

of 1843, 5Since that date 1t has ranged from 4130 to
4140, however on a few occasions 1t was below 4130,
When the waterlevel of Willow Creek is at 4130 or above
it creates & large islend in the western portion of the
reservoir, On May 22, 1945 the water level stood at
4136,7 fests, On this date the chaunel noted in exe -
posure 5 was about & feet deep and 40 yards wide, It
was necessary to tako two pictures to take in the ene
tire island, One pair of Canada Geese nested and reared
6 young on Willow Oreelk Refuge this summer and it is
guite probable that they nested on this island, Canada
Geese have never nested here before.
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